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Intro

SPACE10 have teamed up with Bakken &
Bæck and designer Tanita Klein to launch an
open source Bee Home.
Now anyone, anywhere can design their own
Bee Home for free and have it made locally.
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Bee Home makes it easy and playful for
anyone, anywhere to take action locally.
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Why Bee Home?

Bees are essential for all life on our planet including a third of all human food - but bees
are under increasing threat of extinction due
to human impact.
We hope this project will spark conversations
about the importance of bees and inspire
people to take action locally in preserving the
world’s biodiversity by designing a beautiful
Bee Home.
Small actions matter, if we take them
together.
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Why bees matter
Without bees, our planet would look very
diﬀerent. Bees are vital for our entire
ecosystem - including one third of our global
food supply.
In fact, nearly 90 percent of all ﬂowering
plant species in the world depend on bees
and other pollinators. We cannot imagine a
world without these creatures, but the way
things are going, we may soon have to.
Humans are unwittingly destroying their
homes and habitats. Climate change and our
intensive use of pesticides and monocultural
practises in farming have put bee
populations under threat of extinction.
According to the UN, we are heading
towards a catastrophic collapse of our
planet’s ecosystems.
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Solitary bees

Bee Home is designed to house solitary
bees—the most proliﬁc pollinator you’ve
probably never heard of.
While the most recognised bee is the
western honeybee, the vast majority of bee
species are in fact solitary.
Solitary bees do not live in hives or produce
honey. Instead, they exclusively spend their
days gathering pollen, which makes them
some of the most eﬀective pollinators on the
planet. Some believe that a single solitary
bee could provide as much pollination as 120
honeybees.
The solitary bee is also a friendly guest. As
they do not have a hive ﬁlled with honey to
protect, they are not aggressive - the males
don’t even have a sting.
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Bee Home is open-sourced and made
freely available for the general public.

People anywhere on the planet can design a Bee
Home for free, customise it to their personal vision,
and have it made locally and on demand. In the
material of their choosing.
Bee Home takes advantage of the newest
developments in digital fabrication and parametric
design, and explores entirely new distribution
methods, to enable a fully democratic design
process.
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How it works - easy as 1, 2, 3

Design
First, you design your Bee Home on
http://beehome.design/
There, you choose the size, height and visual
expression of your Bee Home, and tailor it to
where you want to place it—a rooftop,
backyard or balcony for instance.
Fabricate
You download the design ﬁles for free and
get it made on a CNC milling machine, which
are publicly available in almost every major
city in the world. On the Bee Home site you
can ﬁnd makerspaces in your local area if
you need help.
Place
The ﬁnal step is to place your Bee Home and
plant some ﬂowers. From there, you just let
the bees do the rest.
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The physical design

First, we committed ourselves to a phase of
extensive research on the needs of the bees.
Every design decision—from the elimination
of glue and other toxic adhesives, down to
the speciﬁc dimensions of the holes—has
been designed to optimise how at home
bees will feel.
Second, we designed Bee Home in one
material, without the need of nails or
additional materials, to ensure it’s both
simple to assemble and easy to recycle.
Third, Bee Home doesn’t require tools of any
kind. Inspired by Japanese wood joinery, the
multiple storeys of the Bee Home are actually
locked together through a ‘spine’ and ‘key’
system that maintains the home’s structural
integrity while making it incredibly easy to
assemble and dismantle.
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“I want people to feel like they’ve added
a sculpture to their balcony or backyard”
Tanita Klein, Designer
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Credits

SPACE10 is a research and design lab on a
mission to enable a better everyday life for people
and planet. SPACE10 researches and designs
innovative solutions to some of the major shifts
expected to aﬀect people and our planet in the
years to come. SPACE10 is proudly supported by
and entirely dedicated to IKEA.
Bakken & Bæck is a technology-driven design
studio that helps ambitious companies identify,
explore and respond to new opportunities by
building digital solutions that stand the test of
time.
Tanita Klein is an Interior- and Product Designer
from Germany. After studying in Paris and
Eindhoven, Tanita Klein joined SPACE10 for a
residency, where she collaborated on the physical
design of Bee Home.
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Resources

To further explore the project Bee Home,
please check out the following:
Bee Home Oﬃcial Website here.
SPACE10 Bee Home Project Page here.
For any other updates on SPACE10’s world,
work and explorations, you can also ﬁnd us
through any of the below:
Website
Instagram
Twitter
Facebook
LinkedIn
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@space10_journal
www.space10.com

