January 2018
London Design Biennale is delighted to announce the appointment of Sumantro Ghose as
Managing Director.
Building on the enormous success of the inaugural 2016 London Design Biennale, over 40
countries and cities, including Argentina, Latvia, Switzerland, Austria, Germany, Greece,
Guatemala, Israel, Kenya, Lebanon, Norway and the UK, will exhibit at Somerset House for
the second edition of this prestigious global event, 4–23 September 2018.
Sumantro Ghose will join London Design Biennale as Managing Director, overseeing its
development ahead of the 2018 launch. Ghose is an Arts Programmer and Curator with
more than 20 years’ experience within the arts and culture industry. He recently returned
from the Gulf, where he was Exhibitions and Programmes Director at Etihad Museum,
Dubai, and Director of International Programmes at Qatar Museums Authority. In the UK,
he was CEO and Cultural Programmes Director at Asia House, and he has worked and
consulted for museums and institutions including Tate, the National Portrait Gallery, Frieze
and Sotheby’s Institute. As an educator and writer, Ghose focuses on modern and
contemporary art and cultural relations, and has contributed to The Independent, The
Guardian and Modern Painters.

Ghose will assume responsibility for the development and delivery of the 2018 London
Design Biennale, working alongside the event’s Founders, Sir John Sorrell CBE and Ben
Evans, and its previous Director, Dr Christopher Turner, who will remain as Artistic Director
in 2018 following his appointment as Head of Design, Architecture and Digital collections at
the Victoria and Albert Museum.
‘I’m thrilled to be joining London Design Biennale in time for its second edition in 2018. I look
forward to welcoming influential curators, designers, architects, artists and thinkers from
around the world this year,’ says Ghose.
Sir John Sorrell CBE, President of the Biennale, says: ‘Design is an international language
and Sumi Ghose will bring valuable international experience to London Design Biennale,
strengthening our team for this truly global gathering of leading design nations.’
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About London Design Biennale
The 2018 London Design Biennale is devoted to the theme Emotional States. Taking over
the entirety of the city’s historic Somerset House, including the Edmond J. Safra Fountain
Court and River Terrace, exhibiting nations will celebrate and explore their unique cultural
identity in the field of design. Responding to the theme from diverse viewpoints, the
contributions will explore how design impacts every aspect of our lives, and how it can
address the major challenges the world faces today, from sustainability and environmental
concerns to social equality. Visitors to London Design Biennale will interact with new and
thought-provoking work by world-leading architects, designers, scientists, writers and artists
in a vibrant exhibition that will encompass, among other topics, AI and robotics, virtual
reality, performance and visions of the future.
Sir John Sorrell CBE, President
Ben Evans, Executive Director
Members of London Design Biennale International Advisory Committee and Jury include
Paola Antonelli, James Lingwood MBE, Adelia Borges, Professor Jeremy Myerson, Sir David
Adjaye OBE, Jonathan Reekie CBE, Ana Elena Mallet, Lord Richard Rogers, Kayoko Ota,
Tristram Hunt and Paula Scher.
About Somerset House
A focal point of London’s cultural scene, Somerset House is an historic building where
surprising and original work comes to life. Since its 18th-century origins, Somerset House
has been a centre for debate and discussion – an intellectual powerhouse for the nation.
Today, the venue is a key cultural destination in the capital, where visitors experience a
broad range of artistic activity and engage with artists, designers and makers. A leading
creative forum, Somerset House is both welcoming and stimulating, providing visitors with
an inspirational environment.

