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The Coronavirus lockdowns of 2020
have accelerated two pre-existing
socioeconomic tendencies: remote
working and the death of the
high street.

in vacant units across the country.
And what should we now do with
those premises? Leave them vacant?
Turn them into luxury flats? In the
short term at least, perhaps they
could still function as spaces where
communities interact.

When lockdowns kicked in, officebased businesses rapidly adapted
to home working, with improvised
kitchen-table-desks and daily video
conferencing the norm. Much of the
design conversation has, naturally,
focussed on the inadequacies of
our domestic environments for
the demands of the working day.
But what has been overlooked in
this analysis of WFH (working
from home)?
‘Good morning, how are you? How
was your weekend?’ For some,
jettisoning everyday office small talk
was a welcome byproduct of the shift
to remote working. But at the same
time, being deprived of these daily
social interactions can exacerbate
isolation and loneliness. We can
‘connect’ to colleagues and clients
all over the world but we miss out on
those moments of real connection:
incidental office gossip, exchanged
whilst the kettle boils.

Brown Office × Jon Abbott Studio

Out of (Paper) Office (OOPO) is a
design concept which attempts to
fill the voids left both on the high
street and in our working day. It will
do this by repurposing vacant high
street units as not-working spaces.
Spaces designed to encourage
those enjoyable moments of social
interaction that pepper the working
day when we really should be but
we’re actually not working.

Another casualty of the lockdown is
the long suffering British high street.
The temporary shuttering of shops,
cafes and restaurants has pushed
many to close permanently, resulting

OOPO will resemble an everyday office,
yet everything except the chairs and
desks will be made from paper. An
array of archetypal office props will be
printed on A4 (by a laserjet liberated,
perhaps, from a city centre workspace
now lying empty) and assembled with
scissors and Sellotape. The objects
themselves are imbued with the spirit
of time-wasting – a clock without
hands, a calendar without dates,
chats around the water-cooler and
tea breaks a plenty. Inherent within
paper as a medium is the ability for
every surface to be doodled upon.
Moreover as a community focussed
project, paper is cheap to use and
easy to recycle.
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More than being just the physical
space and its contents, OOPO is
itself a PDF document, ready to
be printed and installed by willing
volunteers anywhere in the world.
Once assembled, OOPO can be
operated as a community not-working
space. Visitors will be encouraged
to join a conversation by writing on
a wall, assembling a paper object
or simply having a friendly chat.
Over time the space can act as
a community noticeboard of sorts,
accumulating personal messages
and announcements.
Accessible and lighthearted in tone,
OOPO offers a makeshift vision of the
near future high street as a place
where people can come together
to interact without purpose and ask
each other ‘how was your weekend?’
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OOPO is a kit of printable templates,
freely distributed as a downloadable
PDF document. It can be assembled
with the following standard office
equipment:
• A4 printer
• Scissors
• Sellotape
• Blu tack

Out of

OOPO should be set up in a vacant
high street premises and will need, in
addition to the above:
• Tables
• Chairs
• Kettle
• Tea
• Biscuits
• Sharpie marker pens

(Paper)

Office

Assembly
The kit is assembled as either:
1. Tiled A4 sheets applied to a wall,
using Blu tack or Sellotape
2. Foldable 3D objects, assembled
with scissors and Sellotape

Printable template kit
V1.000
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Example template
The office title, ready for tiling.
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Example template
A 3D mug, ready for customisation.
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Fig 1. Elevation view
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Fig 2. Elevation view
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Fig 3. Template assembly
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Doodle on anything
Creating the installation completely
out of paper invites visitors to draw
with carefree abandon on absolutely
everything. The templates are created
as simple archetypes that leave
room for detail to be added using
Sharpie pens.

Water cooler chat
A specific area around the Water
cooler is dedicated to gossip
and anecdotes. Here visitors can
contribute to an ongoing Q&A by
writing within a paper speech bubble
and adding it to the wall. Capturing
this dialogue on paper allows
conversations to amass over time
without people neccesarliy having to
be in the space at the same time.

Paper modeling
Using simple origami folding
techniques visitors are invited to build
their own 3 dimensional office props
including mugs, laptops and pot
plants. Using an office sharpie they
can add personal touches to the items
they build.

Brown Office × Jon Abbott Studio

Community whiteboard
A neighbourhood brainstorming
session for ideas to improve the local
community. From this, groups could
be formed to bring the ideas to life.

Waste paper basket ball
Lines are marked on the office floor,
one, two and three metres away from
a waste paper basket (bin). Discarded
paper should be crumpled into a ball
and thrown from behind one of the
lines and into the basket bin. Points are
awarded by distance – one point for
one metre – for each successful shot
into the bin. The loser has to make the
tea, the winner gets two biscuits.

Simply take a break
The Out of (Paper) Office is proposed
as a local destination that provides a
sense of escapism from the daily trials
of working from home. At its most
basic it’s about taking the pleasure in
doing nothing for a moment or two.
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Collaboration

Brown Office is a London-based
studio founded by Dean Brown. They
design and make objects, installations
and interiors with a dedication to
materiality and narrative - delivering
projects for clients including Google,
Uniqlo, Nike, Sèvres, Depop and
Schloss Hollenegg for Design.
Their work has been exhibited
internationally at the Milan Design
Week, London Design Festival, the
Victoria and Albert Museum and
Aram Gallery, London.

Jon Abbott Studio is an independent
design practice founded by Jon
Abbott. The studio develops flexible
graphic design systems which
are realised through a variety of
design disciplines including print
and editorial, environmental and
exhibition design, typographic and
type design, and design for digital
platforms. Clients include the V&A,
Tate publishing, The Design Museum
London, Turner Contemporary, and
Thames and Hudson.

Out of (Paper) Office is a
collaboration between Brown
Office and Jon Abbott Studio

Dean studied Product Design
at DJCAD, University of Dundee,
Scotland (2003–2007) where he
served thereafter as Designer in
Residence (2007–2009). His research
and communication driven approach
to design is informed by a residency
period at Fabrica Communication
Research Centre, Treviso, Italy (2010–
2014) and currently as Research
Fellow within the Interaction
Research Studio, Goldsmiths
University of London (2017–).

Jon Abbott studied Graphic Arts
and Design at Leeds Metropolitan
University (now Leeds Beckett
University) (2001–2004). After
graduation, spells at studios in
London and Amsterdam were
followed by ten years at Jonathan
Barnbrook’s eponymous studio
Barnbrook during which time projects
ranged from creating a bus-mounted
museum at Banksy’s Dismaland to
executing the global brand identity for
Art Basel.
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